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SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 1957 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SusBcoMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Acr 
AND OTHER INTERNAL SEecurIry LAWS OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:40 a. m., in room 
457, Senate Office Building, Senator Roman L. Hruska presiding. 

Also present : Robert Morris, chief counsel, and Frank W. Schroeder, 
chief investigator, 

Senator Hruska. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Victor Teich is the first witness. 

Senator Hruska. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you 
are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Tr1cu. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF VICTOR TEICH, FLUSHING, LONG ISLAND, ACCOM- 
PANIED BY EPHRAIM LONDON, HIS COUNSEL 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your full name to the reporter ? 

Mr. Trrcrr. Victor Teich. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business or occupation ? 

Mr. Tr1cu. I ama tool and die maker. 

Mr. Morrts. Where do you work ¢ 

Mr. Tre1cu. Waldes, Inc. 

Mr. Morris. And you are a union official, are you not ? 

Mr. Tr1cu. Iam the president of the local union. 

Mr. Morris. What union is that ? 

Mr. Tr1tcu. Local 477 of the International Union of Electrical, 
Radio, and Machine Workers of America, AFL-CIO. 

Mr. Morris. How many members are in that local ¢ 

Mr. Tricu. Approximately 1,000. 

Mr. Morris. You are its president ? 

Mr. Tetcu. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been president ? 

Mr. Tercu. Since May of 1956. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what has been your trade-union experience other 
than the fact that you are president of the local 477 ? 

Mr. Tricu. Do you mean 

Mr. Morris. What other positions have you had in the trade-union 
movement ? 
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Mr. Tr1cu. Well, I am chairman of my shop, if that is what you 
mean. Shop chairman. 

Mr. Morris. Before that, before your present position. 

Mr. Tercu. I was a president of the local of the United Electrical, 
Radio, and Machine Workers. 

Mr. Morris. Was that local 1227? 

Mr. Tetcu. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Were you identified with other unions? 

Mr. Tricu. I was once a member of the National Maritime Union. 

Mr. Morris. What year ? 

Mr. Tricu. 1943 to 1946. 

Mr. Morris. From what college were you graduated ? 

Mr. Tercu. New York University. 

Mr. Morris. What year? 

Mr. Trtcu. 1937. 

Mr. Morris. You were born in New York? 

Mr. Trercu. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Now, were you active in the American Student Union 
in 1940? 

Mr. Tertcu. Not that I can recall. 

Mr. Morris. Were you ever a member of the American Student 
Union ? 

Mr. Tercu. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Morris. In what year? 

Mr. Trrcu. As I recollect, I joined in about 1936, and I was active 
for a few years thereafter. I don’t recall exactly when I left. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party at that 
time? 

Mr. Trercu. Mr. Morris, I want you to know that I am not a Com- 
munist. I belong to a union, the International Union of Electrical 
and Radio Machine Workers of America, whose constitution prohibits 
membership in the Communist Party for those who are officers. 

Mr. Morris. The question was, Were you a Communist when you 
were active in the American Student Union in the late 1930’s? 

Mr. Trrcu. Mr. Morris, I—Judge Morris, excuse me—I must de- 
cline to answer that question and, in so doing, invoke my rights under 
the Constitution, particularly with regard to the first amendment 
and with regard to that section of the Constitution that protects me 
against self-incrimination. I must also point out that I consider 
that question one that is not in the province of this committee to ask. 

Mr. Morris. Do I understand you are not invoking your privilege 
under the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Tricn. Excuse me? 

Mr. Morris. Do I understand that you are not invoking your privi- 
lege under the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Tercu. I am saying that I am invoking the Constitution and 
that section of it that protects me against self-incrimination. 

I should make one point at this time, if I may. That is, I am sure 
you are aware that this provision of the Constitution was designed 
to protect the innocent as well as the guilty. 

Senator Hruska. The chairman overrules your refusal to answer 
on the basis of the first amendment, but we do respect the assertion 
of the rights under the fifth amendment, of the self-incrimination 
parts thereof. 
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Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were president of the UE Local 1227? 

Mr. Tercu. I must decline to answer—— 

Senator Hruska. In the interest of saving time, Mr. Witness, if you 
want to you may say, the same objection, and I will give the same 
ruling. 

Mr. Tr1cu. Same objection. 

Senator Hruska. Same ruling. 

Mr. Morris. You were president of the UE local until May 16, 1956, 
were you not? 

Mr. Tricu. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. On May 16, 1956, were you a Communist ¢ 

Mr. Trtcn. No. 

Mr. Morris. May 16? 

Mr. Tr1cu. No; I was not. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist on May 1, 1956? 

Mr. Teicu. No. 

Mr. Morris. On the Ist of January, 1956? 

Mr. Tr1tcu. No. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist on the Ist of January, 1955? 

Mr. Tre1cu. Same answer. 

That is, the same objection. I decline to answer for 
given previously. 

Senator Hruska. Same ruling. 

Mr. Morris. In the interest of time, Counsel, is there : 
date? 

Mr. Lonpon. In the interests of time, and without waiving his 
rights by reason of giving this answer, I believe the witness will 
answer any question with respect to the period beginning November 
1, 1955. He will decline to answer questions with respect to the 
period prior thereto. 

Mr. Morris. Well, I shall ask the question, were you a Com- 
munist on October 31, 1955 ? 

Mr. Tercu. I decline to answer for the reasons previously given. 

Senator Hruska. Same ruling. 

Mr. Morris. You have publicly endorsed Israel Amter, the Com- 
munist candidate for Governor, have you not ? 

Mr. Tercu. I decline to answer for the reasoris previously given. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I have no more questions of this witness. 

Senator Hruska. Very well. The witness is dismissed. 

Mr. Morris. Is your next witness here, Counsel London ? 

Mr. Lonpon. Yes; Mr. Gilbert. 

Senator Hruska. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you 
are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Gitzerr. I do. 


the reasons 


. particular 


TESTIMONY OF SIDNEY GILBERT, BROOKLYN, N. Y., ACCOMPANIED 
BY HIS COUNSEL, EPHRAIM LONDON 


Mr. Morris. Give your name and address to the reporter, please. 
Mr. Gitpert. Sidney Gilbert, 1589 East Ninth Street, Brooklyn. 
I have a cold, so I hope you will excuse me if I don’t speak up too 


loud. 
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Mr. Morris. Senator, I think the record might show that the previ- 
ous witness and this witness are represented by Mr. London. 

Will you ide a yourself for the record, Mr. London. 

Mr. Lonpon. I did before the hearing commenced. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession, Mr. Gilbert ? 

Mr. Giigerr. Business agent. 

Mr. Morris. For what local ? 

Mr. Gitzerr. Local 477, International Union of Electrical, Radio, 
and Machine Workers, AFL-CIO. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been business agent for local 477 ? 

Mr. Giteerr. Since about May 16 or 17, 1956. 

Mr. Morris. And what did you do before that, Mr. Gilbert ? 

Mr. Giuzert. I was business agent of Local 1227, United Electrical, 
Radio, and Machine Workers of America, known as the UE. 

Mr. Morris. Now, we have been told, Mr. Gilbert, by two witnesses, 
a Fred Gardner and a witness named Conroy, that you have been a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Have you been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Gitzerr. I am not a member of the Communist Party. I am 
a member of the IUE, and as has already been stated here, the IUE 
has a constitution which bars Communists, Fascists, and other sub- 
versives from holding any positions of le sadership i in the organization. 
I have complied with that constitution for all the time I have been 
a member of this organization. 

Mr. Morris. Now, were you a Communist on May 16, 1956? 

Mr. Gitpert. No, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist on May 1, 1956? 

Mr. Guertr. No, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a Communist on January 1, 1956 ? 

Mr. Gitpert. No, sir. 

Mr. Morris. How about November 1, 1955? 

Mr. Gitpert. Well, Mr. Morris, I understand that a witness by the 
name of Wallace—— 

Mr. Morris. William Wallace. 

Mr. Gitperr. William Wallace appeared before this committee 
and—-excuse me. 

(Consults with counsel.) 

Mr. Girperr. I have decided to decline to answer the question on 
the grounds, first, that I do not believe that it is the province of this 
committee to make such inquiries; secondly, on the grounds that it is 
an invasion of my rights under the first amendment; and finally, be- 
cause I wish to invoke the protection the Constitution gives me 
against self-incrimination. 

Senator Hruska. The refusal to answer on any other grounds ex- 
cept the self-incrimination portion of the fifth amendment are over- 
ruled. The fifth amendment portion, to which I have referred, is 
allowed as a good basis for not answering. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know Fred Gardner? Did you know a man 
named Fred Gardner ? 

Mr. Giipert. I decline to answer for the same reasons. 

Senator Hruska. Same ruling. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know aman named Jack Conroy ? 

Mr. Giteert. I decline to answer for the same reason. 

Senator Hruska. Same ruling. 
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Mr. Morris. Jack Conroy has told the Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee that, in 1953, he met with you in secret Communist Party 
meetings. Is his testimony accurate / 

Mr. Girperr. I decline to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Gardner has said you were a dedicated member 
of the Communist Party. 

Were youa one ated member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Gizzert. I decline to affirm or deny for the same reasons. 

Senator Hruska. Same ruling. 

Mr. Morris. Did you effect a tactical resignation from the Com- 
munist Party in order to comply with the LUE regulations? 

Mr. Guert. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Morris. Did you effect—did you bring about—a tactical resig- 
nation from the Communist Party in order to comply with the IUE 
regulations ¢ 

Mr. Giperr. I decline to answer, because your question assumes 
something which is contrary to what I stated before, which is that I 
am not a member. 

Mr. Morris. That does not imply that you are a member now. I 
have asked you whether you effected a resignation from the Commu- 
nist Party in order to comply with the IUE ruling. 

Mr. Giteerr. I decline to answer for the reasons given before, and 
because your question assumes something that I never stated. 

Senator Hruska. Same ruling. 

Mr. Morris. However, you will not deny that you have been a 
member of the Communist Party in the past ? 

Mr. Girpert. I decline to answer the question for the same reason 
that you are assuming something I never stated. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I have no more questions, in view of the 
answers. 

We have one more witness—Hans Schuttig is the secretary-treasurer 
of your local; is he not ? 

Mr. Gizgerr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Lonpon. We have been unable to locate Mr. Schuttig. 

I would like to direct the committee’s attention to the fact that this 
witness was not served with a subpena. He appeared voluntarily 
because we were unable to reach him. He came in—broke his vacation 
period—and came in to testify. We have not been able to locate Mr. 
Schuttig. 

Mr. Morris. Is he on vacation ¢ 

Mr. Lonpon. Yes, he is. 

Mr. Morris. We have had subpenas out for almost a month for these 
witnesses. 

I suppose you do a lot of traveling, Mr. Gilbert ? 

Mr. Guerr. No, sir. I have been trying to enjoy my regular vaca- 
tion, which I planned for earlier this ye I have been on such vaca- 
tion. I had been around for some 15 or 90 days since this committee 
announced they wanted to subpena me. I wasn’t subpenaed during 
that time. While I was on vacation I heard that a subpena was out 
for me, and I came in voluntarily to get it over with. I am supposed 
to be on vacation now. 

Senator Hruska. Anything further? 

Mr. Morris. I have no further questions. 

93215—58—pt. 82——-2 
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Senator Hruska. Where were you born, Mr. Gilbert ? 

Mr. Gitzert. Brooklyn, N. Y., the home of the Dodgers. 

Senator Hruska. Were you required at any time to file a non- 
Communist affidavit under the Taft-Hartle »y Act? 

Mr. Gitperr. No, sir. 

Senator Hruska. That is all. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Sirota ? 

Senator Hruska. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you 
are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing ‘but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Srrora. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ALEX SIROTA, BRONX, N. Y., ACCOMPANIED L : 
HIS COUNSEL, ROBERT H. SILK 


Mr. Morris. Give your name and address to the reporter, please 

Mr. Strora. Alex Sirota, S-i-r-o-t-a. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business or occupation, please ? 

Mr. Srrora. I am secretary-treasurer for my union. 

Mr. Morris. What is your union ? 

Mr. Strora. Local 140 of the United Furniture Workers of America. 

Mr. Morris. And you are secretary-treasurer / 

Mr. Srrora. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. How many members are in this local ? 

Mr. Strora. Approximately 1,500. 

Mr. Morris. What international union are you affiliated with ? 

Mr. Strora. United Furniture Workers of America, AFL-CIO. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been in the AFL-CIO? 

Mr. Srrora. Since the merger took place a year ago—about 2 years 
ago. 

Mr. Morris. The furniture workers were part of the CIO before 
the merger ? 

Mr. Strora. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Where were you born ? 

Mr. Srrora. Rumania. 

Mr. Morris. In what year? 

Mr. Srrora. 1903. 

Mr. Morris. When did you come to the United States ? 

Mr. Srrora. 1920, 

Mr. Morris. When were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Srrora. 1930. 

Mr. Morris. In what court? 

Mr. Srrora. Bronx Supreme Court. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what has been your experience in the trade-unio™. 
movement, Mr. Sirota? 

Mr. Srrora. What do you mean by “experience” ? 

Mr. Morris. What locals and unions have you been affiliated with? 

Mr. Srrora. This is the only union in which I have been an officer. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Smora. I refuse to answer on the first and fifth amendments. 
The first amendment, that it abridges my privilege of free speech and 
assembly ; and under the fifth « amendment, that I refuse to be a witness 
against myself. 








SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 4629 


Senator Hruska. The Chair rules that the first objection, on the 
basis of the first amendment, is not good, but we shall recognize the 
validity of your assertion of rights under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Srrora. I plead the fifth amendment, 

Mr. Morris. May the record show that Mr. Sirota is accompanied 
by counsel ? 

Senator Hruska. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You will identify yourself, sin 

Mr. Stix. Robert H. Silk, 140 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y. 

Mr. Morris, Do you know a man named Jay Peters, Mr. Sirota? 

Mr. Smora. I refuse to answer the question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. He was head of the Communist underground for some 
time ¢ 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse to answer the question on the same grounds. 

Senator Hruska. Same ruling. . 

Mr. Morris. Well, you met him on November 16, 1946; did you not? 

Mr. Sirora. I refuse to answer the question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you have attended meetings of the State com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of New York; have you not, Mr. 
Sirota? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer, sir, for the same reasons. 

Senator Hruska. Are you a member of the Communist Party or 
affiliated with it in any way now ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Senator Hruska. Have you filed a non-Communist affidavit under 
the Taft-Hartley Act? 

Mr. Strota. I did. 

Senator Hruska. How many times? 

Mr. Srrora. Twice. 

Senator Hruska. Do you remember the dates ? 

Mr. Srrora. I don’t recall the dates. 

Senator Hruska. What year was it in ? 

Mr. Strora. I think it was in 1956, and it was renewed in 1957. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
the date you signed those aflidavits ? 

Mr. Strora. I was not a member of the Communist Party on the date 
when I signed the affidavit. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
the day before you signed the affidavits ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer the question for the same reasons. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
the day after you signed each of those affidavits ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer the question for the same reasons. 

Senator Hruska. Did you resign from the Communist Party on the 
day before you signed the affidavits in question ? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Senator Hruska. Did you renew your membership in the Commu- 
nist Party, or become affiliated with it, on the day after you signed the 
affidavits ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a member of the Communist Party, or 
affiliated with it, in 1930, when you were naturalized as a United States 
citizen ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer, Senator, for the same reason. 
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Senator Hruska. Mr. Witness, have you been in Europe in recent 
years ¢ 

Mr. Sirota. Yes. 

Senator Hruska. When was that ? 

Mr. Srrora. In 1951. 

Senator Hruska. Where did you go? 

Mr. Strora. I refuse to answer, Senator, on the same grounds. 

Senator Hruska. Is it true that you visited Russia ? 

Mr. Sirota. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Senator Hruska. The same ruling will apply i in each instance. 

In the interest of saving time, I shall omit making the ruling each 
time. 

Is it true that you visited Moscow ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Senator Hruska. How long were you in Europe? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer. 

Senator Hruska. Did you apply for a passport on April 6, 1951? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Senator Hruska. Did you leave the U nited States without a 
passport ¢ 

Mr. Srrora. I couldn’t have. 

Senator Hruska. Did you? 

Mr. Srrora. No. 

Senator Hruska. You had to have a passport, then, when you left 
America for Europe? 

Mr. Strora. I suppose I did. 

Senator Hruska. Did you apply for it? 

Mr. Srrora. I did. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a Communist on the day you applied for 
that passport ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer the question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Are all the answers you gave in the passport application 
truthful answers ? 

Mr. Srrora. I refuse to answer, Mr. Morris, on the same grounds. 

Senator Hruska. Same ruling. 

Mr. Morris. I think in view of the witness’ responses, Senator, that 
I have no more questions to ask of this particular witness. 

Senator Hruska. The witness is dismissed. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Senator, we have in connection with the Singer 
Sewing Machine strike—there were some names that came up in our 
records, Senator, that leaves the situation at present such as to suggest 
unfinished business. We have been asked if we will hear the testimony 
of three of these people by way of clarifying their present status. 

I think if Mr. Brennan will come forward, we can proceed. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. Brennan has already been sworn, so you may 
be seated, Mr. Brennan. 


TESTIMONY OF ROBERT WILLIAM BRENNAN, ELIZABETH, N. J. 


Mr. Morris. Your name is what, Mr. Brennan ? 
Mr. Brennan. Robert William Brennan. 

Mr. Morris. Where do you reside ? 

Mr. Brennan. 730 Fay Avenue, Elizabeth, N. J. 
Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession ? 
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Mr. Brennan. My occupation is filer for the Singer Manufacturing 
Co., in Elizabeth, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. And you are—you were president of the UE local 
that organized the Singer Sewing Machine Co. ? 

Mr. Brennan. Ye S, Sir. 

Mr. Morris. How long were you president of that UE local? 

Mr. Brennan. I was president from approximately February 1949 
to October 1950, when the TUF, in a National Labor Board election, 
took over the plant. 

Mr. Morris. And you have not held office since that time? 

Mr. Brennan. I have held two offices briefly, Mr. Morris. After 
this period I was steward for a while, and was later on chief steward 
of an assembly department. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you were president of the UERMW at the time 
of the Singer strike in 1949? 

Mr. Brennan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Brennan, were you a Communist ? 

Mr. Brennan. I was a Communist, Mr. Morris, from around the 
end of 1948, or sometime in the early part of 1949. 

Mr. Morris. And how long did you remain a Communist? Tech- 
nically ? 

Mr. Brennan. Technically, from in around June or July. 

Mr. Morris. Of what year? 


Mr. Brennan. Of 1949. 
Mr. Morris. What happened at that time ? 
Mr. Brennan. I was pretty much dissatisfied with some of the 


things that were going on previous to the strike, and some of the 
pressures that were brought to bear by, if I may say so, and I don’t 
know, some of the profession: al Communists, of the outside influences 
that were brought in there, and that we tried to work with. I was 
dissatisfied with this element, and also dissatisfied with some of the 
things they were trying to do and some of the things they had 
done, and then, when the question of signing the affidavit arose, 
which was very essential to us at this time “because, to a large extent 
our membership was split over the question, and many of us took the 
position that we should sign the affidavit—— 

Senator Hruska. You refer to the Taft-H: artley non-Communist 
affidavit for union officials? 

Mr. Brennan. Yes, sir, I do. 

At that time—previous to this, I don’t know just how long—a 
few weeks previous to the signing of the Taft-Hartley affidavit, 
told the party members that I was definitely finished with this group 
as a Communist group. 

I would like to—— 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Brennan, did the requirement of the Taft-Hartley 
law accelerate this process you have just described, of separating your- 
self from the Communists ! ¢ 

Mr. Brennan. Yes, sir; this gave me a definite reason, without any 
ifs, ands, or buts, of quitting this Communist group, sir. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, looking back to the past, it has a bene- 
ficial effect so far as you are concerned ? 

Mr. Brennan. Yes, sir; it certainly did. 

Mr. Morris. Have you noticed that it had a beneficial effect on 
others? Can you give us any experience along those lines? 
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Mr. Brennan. Well, Mr. Morris, I can say it had a definitely better 
effect upon our membership, because we were in a crisis at this time, 
and it seemed to me that some of these people on the outside were 
ain on the outside with us. I am speaking now of Barry and 
Cole, especially. 

Mr. Morris. Who is that, Walter Barry / 

Mr. Brennan. Walter Barry and Archer Cole. 

Mr. Morris. They were Communists ¢ 

Mr. Brennan. Yes, sir; they were, as far as I knew. They were 
ve trying to bring some issue up that would split us wide open. 

I disagreed with this wholeheartedly, and this is the thing that made 
me break away altogether, or as far as possible, I should say that. 

Mr. Morris. Were you given orders by your Communist superiors / 

Mr. Brennan. Mr. Morris, in the sense of the word, I was not given 
orders, but, say, in many instances, because I had to work with these 
people, because I didn’t know the ifs, ands, and buts of this situation 
because I had never been in a situation like this before—I had to work 
with these people. They therefore brought pressures upon me where 
it was sometimes easier to go along with the pressures, hoping they 
would do the job in another field. 

I hope that answers you, Senator. I may have mixed youup. If I 
did, I will try to answer it if you give me another question. 

Mr. Morris. Who were the people putting pressures on you ? 

Mr. Brennan. The pressures, Mr. Morris, come from the repre- 
sentatives of the UE—I am speaking now specifically of Barry and 
Cole, who were working with the UE and directly with the local, and 
I am also talking about pressures brought about later by Mr. Poleshuk. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Poleshuk ? 

Mr. Brennan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. How about Sidney White ? 

Mr. Brennan. Sid White was publicity director for the local, sir. 
In other words, he put out a lot of the leaflets, a lot of the mimeo- 
graphed stuff, a lot of the mailing, and he put together the newspaper. 

Mr. Morris. Is there any doubt in your mind now, looking back, 
that this local was controlled by Communists ? 

Mr. Brennan. I would say that they had a terrific influence upon 
this local. But we always were having a fight, a knock-down, drag- 
out fight with these people on many of these i issues, the decent trade 
unionists within the different caucuses within the different groups of 
the union, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what was the Singer Communist Club? 

Mr. Brennan. Mr. Morris, I would like to say for the record 
that I was a member of this club, and I will give you names of 
other people I knew as members of this club, but I would also like 
to state for the record that in becoming a Communist in late 1948 I 
never signed any card, I never made out any application, and I never 
paid any dues. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I don’t think it is necessary for us to have 
the names in the record at this time. The fact that this is the last 
session in the present series, by putting the names in oe record, in all 
fairness we really should be calling these people in. I don’t ‘think, 
Senator, we should continue on with this particular line of inquiry. 

I think if you would give us those names in executive session, we 
would appreciate it, Mr. Brennan. 
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What was the Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Brennan. The Labor Youth League was a group that came 
into existence sometime during the strike. I mention the Labor 
Youth League, Mr. Morris, because at that time it brought forth 
member as a leader of this group who nobody seemed to know—that 
is, by nobody, I mean myself and other officers and rank and file 
members, knew anything about. 

Mr. Ponesuux. Through what channel I don’t know, because I 
wasn’t too well acquainted—took over the leadership of this Labor 
Youth League, I believe it was. 

To my knowledge, I don’t believe it existed too long. I think it 
went out of existence—how long, I couldn’t say, but within a short 
period. They got many of the younger people ‘that were participat 
ing in the strike to join. this Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Morris. U sing it as a means of recruiting young people into 
the Communist organization ? 

Mr. Brennan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Now, have you anything to say generally about the 
Communist influence or the effect, the good or bad effect, of Commu 
nists on the labor movement? Was communism a bad thing for the 
labor movement, Mr. Brennan ? 

Mr. Brennan. Yes, sir. If I may, I would like to tell you why. 

Many times in the shop, this outside group—we had trade-union 
problems. I would like to say for the record that as far as this strike 
is concerned, it was a legitimate trade-union strike. The only thing 
that bothered me and some of the other people in the local that this 
time they, for some reason or other, refused to go along with the feel 
ing of the general membership. 

When [ pointed out that I was thoroughly dissatisfied with these 
people when they refused to sign the Taft-Hartley affidavits and do 
away with the club, because I don’t think the club was he ‘Iping us 
I think it was helping their own people. This is just one example 
of how they injected their propaganda in order to further their own 
means. 

First it was the affidavits, then it was a break with the CIO, where 
the people in the shop wanted to go along with the CIO, where they 
refused to go along with the CIO. 

Then it was these peace petitions, “Bring our boys back from Ko- 
rea.” We didn’t agree with them whatsoever. I would like to say, 
Mr. Morris, time and time again when these peace petitions were 
1eady, they wanted me to take them into the shop. I never took 
wny petitions into the shop, and never signed any of the petitions, be- 

uuse I couldn’t go along with their feelings. I was trying to do a 
ob in the shop. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, we would like to thank Mr. Brennan for his 
testimony. People like Mr. Brennan are rare and hard to find. If 
we had more witnesses like Mr. Brennan, we could get to the bottom 
of this thing and clear it up. 

At the same time, I would like to commend the president of local 
461, Mr. Trueba for his cooperation in this matter. 

Senator Hruska. I join in those expressions of appreciation, and 
we want to thank you, Mr. Witness, for making the contribution 
you have. 
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Mr. Brennan. I want to thank this committee for the opportunity 
to appear. : Ly 

Mr. Morris. Senator, Mr. Lipari is here. I don’t think it is nec- 
essary to take his testimony publicly. 


TESTIMONY OF ALFREDO LIPARI, AVENEL, N. J. 


Mr. Morris. In the interest of time, am I stating the proposition 
properly ¢ 

You listen, will you, Mr. Lipari? 

Mr. Lipari appeared in executive session. He had been named as 
a member of the Communist Singer Club. He told us he did join 
the Singer Club, stayed in it very briefly, didn’t like it, and got out. 

Is that right, Mr. Lipari ? 

Mr. Lipari. That is right. I didn’t know what it was anyhow. I 
didn’t know how I get in there. 

Senator Hruska. Very well. 

Mr. Morris. I am advised that Mr. Poleshuk, whose name has come 
up in the course of these hearings, resigned from the Singer Sewing 
Machine Co. last month. Isn’t that right, Mr. Trueba? 

Mr. Truesa. Right. 

Mr. Morris. Have you seen him? 

Mr. Trurpa. No; I haven’t. I was on vacation, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you, Mr. Lipari, for coming down. 

Mr. Lipari. I thank you. 

Mr. Morris. That finishes off, as best we can, this particular group. 

There is a woman named Schoen, whom we have tried to subpena 
without success. 

Now, there is one other piece of business, Senator. We have a re- | 
quest from Mrs. Frances Nusbaum to appear publicly in connection , 
with a reference that has been made to her in testimony. 

Is Mrs. Nusbaum here? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Yes. 

Senator Hruska. Mrs. Nusbaum has already been sworn. 

Please be seated. Mrs. Nusbaum. 


es 


TESTIMONY OF MRS. FRANCES NUSBAUM, NEWARK, N. J. 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your name and address to the reporter, 
please ? 

Mrs. Nussaum. Mrs. Frances Nusbaum, 55 Goldsmith Avenue, 
Newark. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession ? 

Mrs. Nussaum. I ama housewife. 

Mr. Morris. You don’t have a profession ? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. No. 

Mr. Morris. Haven’t you been connected with the Board of Edu- 
cation ? 

Mrs. Nussaum. Yes; I was a member of the board for 3 years, from 
1950 to 1953. 

Mr. Morris. And you are the wife of Dr. Marcus Nusbaum ? 

Mrs. Nauspaum. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. He isa dentist? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Morris. And you reside at 15 Goldsmith Avenue ? 

Mrs. Naussaum. No; 55 Goldsmith Avenue. 

Mr. Morris. Now, William Wallace has testified that you were 
present at a meeting at the home of Dr. Tushnet. 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Can we have these pictures taken first so I 
concentrate ? 

Senator Hruska. The photographers will be given another moment 
or two, 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Thank you. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. William Wallace, who was at the time a member of 
the Communist Party, said he attended a meeting at the home of Dr. 
Tushnet at Maplewood. There is some question as to the time of the 
meeting. I think we shall try to come to that. 

He said most of the people present at that meeting were Commu- 
nists, and he said it was a rallying meeting in the defense of three 
schoolteachers who had been identified as Communists and who were 
due to appear before the House Un-American Activities Committee at 
that time. 

Now, in executive session you took exception to the word “meeting.” 
Did you attend this session at Dr. Tushnet’s house ¢ 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Yes, sir, Judge Morris. As you know, I sent a 
statement to this committee which is in your possession. I would like 
to make that a part of the record first. 

Then I would like to enlarge upon my answer concerning this 
meeting. 

Senator Hruska. Very well. The statement was received yesterday, 
and it will be made a part of the record at this time. I might say that 
it appears to be very complete, Mrs. Nusbaum, and we are appreciative 
of your thoughtfulness in sending us your statement in advance. 

Tt will be made a part of the record at this point. 

(The statement by Mrs. Nusbaum referred to was marked “Exhibit 
No. 490” and reads as follows :) 


can 


Exnurisit No. 490 


NEWARK, N. J., August 23, 1957 

SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE, 

Senator RoMAN L. Hruska, 

Judge RosBert Morris, Chief Counsel, 
Washington, D.C. 

JENTLEMEN : With your permission, I submit what I consider to be the perti- 
nent facts relating to the matter before you. 

I intend to testify fully and truthfully, to the best of my ability 
tions as will be asked by this committee. 

I am not a Communist. I have never been a Communist. I am not a Com- 
munist sympathizer. 

It has been said by a witness that I attended a meeting at the home of 
Dr. Tushnet sometime in July of 1954. I was not at Dr. Tushnet’s home in 1954. 
The witness is confused and in his confusion he has imagined events which 
never occurred, or else he speaks about an incident at which I was not present. 

These are the facts. I read in the local newspapers that the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities was coming to Newark and that certain teach- 
ers had been subpenaed to appear before it. 

One evening in the early part of May 1955, Dr. Robert Lowenstein, with whom I 
was friendly, telephoned me and asked if I would attend a gathering at the 
home of Dr. Tushnet. He said that the teachers’ difficulties would: be dis- 
cussed. I knew at that time that Dr. Lowenstein had been subpenaed to appear 
before the committee. I knew him as a good t: acher and knew that he had been 
recently recommended for promotion to chairman of the language department. 
I had never previously met Dr. Tushnet or his wife. 


, to such ques- 
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I told Dr. Lowenstein that I would attend. He furnished me with the doctor's 
address and I arrived at his home at about 9:30 p. m. There were a number 
of people in the living room. Most of them were strangers to me. The only 
person that I knew well at this gathering was Dr. Lowenstein. 

t was said by the witness that I was the “prominent woman in Essex County”’ 
whose role it was to see Judge Bigelow since I was on “friendly terms” with 
him, to influence him to represent some of the persons who had been subpenaed by 
the committee and to establish a climate to permit other prominent lawyers to 
represent some of the persons subpenaed. This is not so. 

I am informed by Dr. Lowenstein that he had previously retained Judge Bige- 
low. To the best of my recollection, the name of Judge Bigelow did not come 
up at all that evening. The fact is that I never, to this date, ever met or spoke 
to Judge Bigelow. I never discussed with him his representation of Dr. Low- 
enstein. 

I have a sworn affidavit of Judge Bigelow in which he states that a fellow 
member of the bar asked him to represent Dr. Lowenstein and that to the 
best of his recollection he never met me and that he knows that I never con- 
tacted him in this matter or had any part in it. 

I have been, I believe, a good citizen and a reputable member of my com- 
munity. I have held various public positions. I was president of the Newark 
Chapter of Hadassah, the largest women’s organization in the country—my 
chapter had 5,000 members. I served as chairman of law and social action for 
the Greater Newark Women’s Division of American Jewish Congress. I am edu- 
cation and policy chairman of the Newark Chapter of the American Association 
for the United Nations. I am vice president of the Zionist Council of Essex 
County. 

I have been unit chairman of the League of Women Voters, area chairman of 
the March of Dimes, supervisor of Womens’ Activities of the city of Newark 
pool program, on the board of the Newark Citizens Housing Council, and other 
such groups. My family and I have been lifelong members of Temple Bnai 
Abraham, a conservative congregation of over 1,000 families. 

Politically, I supported for public office the former mayor of our city; 
worked hard for the election of various National and State candidates; was co- 
chairman for fraternal activities for the election of Governor Driscoll, and held 
the same post in the last Hssex County Republican campaign for State senator 
and the county ticket. In 1954 I was a candidate for elective office. 

In 1950 I was appointed to the Newark Board of Education for a 3-year 
term. Both of my children were in the public schools and I was grateful for 
an opportunity to do something to improve the school system. I worked hard 
night and day in that unsalaried and often frustrating position. I learned a 
great deal about conditions in our schools and fought as hard as I could to better 
them. I made a great many lasting friendships with many teachers. 

When one of these friends was subpenaed to appear before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee, I was deeply concerned and was glad to help 
him. 

All that was done was to try to establish a fair climate in our community so 
that the hearings might be conducted without prejudice. I joined with many 
other individuals and organizations in the community, including the American 
Civil Liberties Union, the American Veterans Committee, Americans for Demo- 
cratic Action, Association of University Professors (Newark Rutgers Chapter), 
Essex County Intergroup Council, Jewish Community Council of Essex County, 
Newark Council on Human Relations, and the Urban League of Essex County. 

Although I had nothing to do with obtaining counsel for Dr. Lowenstein if 
that was an objective I would have gladly participated in that effort. There 
certainly is nothing sinister or un-American in being represented by counsel. It 
just happens that I was not asked nor was it necessary for me to do anything 
in that direction. 

The case of the school teachers is still unresolved. The matter is now again 
before the Newark Board of Education. It is probably only coincidence that my 
name came before your committee at this time, but there is a great deal of 
conjecture around town as to any possible connection between the two matters. 

The newspapers reprinted the unverified statements of your witness concern- 
ing me before I could appear before you and answer them. The ensuing no- 
toriety in the local press has caused me and my family unnecessary and unwar- 
ranted hurt and embarrassment. 

I am the mother of 2 daughters, 1 a junior in college the other a second-year 
student in high school. My husband enjoys a fine reputation in his profession 
and in the community. 
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To those who are our close friends, no explanation is necessary. To those who 
do not know us well, no explanation will suffice. 

I expect my Government to protect my security. It is my earnest hope that 
this committee will do whatever can be done too, in some small degree, repair 
the grave damage done to me and to my family 

Respectfully submitted. 

FRANCES NUSBAUM. 

Mrs. Nussavum. I also want to say I appreciate this public oppor- 
tunity to refute some of the things Mr. Wallace said about me. I read 
his testimony, and he was wrong about a number of things. 

In the first place, he set the date of this evening a year prior to the 
time I had come to Dr. Tushnet’s home for the first time. 

Mr. Morris. When was the meeting ? 

Mrs. Nusspaum. The meeting was early in the spring, I believe early 
in May of 1955. Mr. Wallace said it was in July of 1954, which was 
incorrect. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Hruska has to leave. Do you mind going 
ahead? He has to vote on the floor. 

Mrs. Nussaum. I shall continue. 

Mr. Wallace also said in his testimony that I had been—— 

Mr. Morris. Did you goto the meetin 

Mrs. Nussaum. Do you want to tales each part of what he said 
separately ¢ 

{r. Morris. Yes. 

Mrs. Nusspaum. I was invited one evening to come up to Dr. Tush- 
net’s home. This was several weeks prior, I believe, to the coming of 
the House Un-American Activities Committee to Newark. 

I was invited to come up because of my interest in the public schools, 
and the fact that three teachers had been subpenaed by this committee. 

I went to his home. It was in his living room, as casual a social 
gathering as you are usually invited to. There was conversation and 
discussion. ‘There was no meeting. 

Mr. Morris. Was it held under any auspices, the Emergency Civil 
Liberties ¢ 

Mrs. Nusspaum. It was definitely not held under the auspices of the 
Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, or any other committee. It 
was purély an informal coming together of people to discuss something 
that was occurring in our town. 

Mr. Morris. How did it come that you were attending? 

Mrs. Nussaum. As I told you, I had been on the board of education 
for 3 years prior to this time. I was known in the community to be 
actively concerned with the public schools. I had made a great many 
friends among the teachers. One of these teachers who was my friend 
had been subpenaed, so it was quite natural for him to call me. I 
said I would do whatever I could to help him. 

Mr. Morris. Who was he? 

Mrs. NussBaum. Dr. Lowenstein. 

Mr. Morris. Was he a Communist, to your knowledge? 

Mrs. Nuszaum. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know that he has been identified in the record 
as a Communist and that he claimed privilege under the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mrs. Nussaum. No, sir, he was never identified as a Communist. 
He took the fifth amendment and never answered that question. 
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Mr. Morris. Now, what took place at the meeting—I am sorry— 
the social gathering? That was your characterization. 

Mrs. Nussaum. Yes, Judge Morris, it was. It was not a meeting. 

I am really not quite clear about what did happen that evening. 
I had been to a great many gatherings of that kind for various social 
reasons and others. It was a meeting where we discussed the impact 
this committee might have on the community and upon the schools. 
No action flowed from the meeting, no resolution, because it wasn’t 
a meeting. It was purely a discussion of a brandnew situation that 
had happened in our town. 

Mr. Morris. Most of the people there have been identified in our 
record as Communists. 

Mrs. Nussaum. I don’t know—I knew very few—in fact, I didn’t 
know any of the people there except Dr. Lowenstein, who had invited 
me. Then I was introduced to Dr. Tushnet and his wife, whom I 
met for the first time. 

Mr. Morris. Is there anything else you want to tell us about the 
meeting ? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Yes, there is a great deal I want to tell you in refer- 
ence to what Mr. Wallace says about the meeting. 

He said I was an intermediary between the Communist Party and 
Judge Bigelow. I have never been an intermediary for the Com- 
munist Party or for any other people, nor have I ever been a member 
of the Communist Party. 

As a matter of fact, politically I have been as independent as I 
could. It is just coincidental that I have supported more Republicans 
than Democrats. I have supported them actively. I have had a 
political fling of my own. In addition to supporting candidates, you 
know I ran for elective office in Newark. 

He also called me—he wasn’t sure about my being a Communist— 
a Communist sympathizer. 

Mr. Morrts. He said he thought you were in sympathy with what 
they were trying to do. 

Mrs. Nussaum. I read his testimony very carefully. If he didn’t 
call me a Communist sympathizer, the newspapers at home reported it 
as my being a Communist sympathizer. This I resent very much, 
because my record will prove that the greater part of my life I have 
been active in the Zionist movement, which is in support of Israel, 
which certainly could not make me active in the Communist movement, 
which is anti-Israel. 

I have been active in Marshall aid and many things which the Com- 
munists are against. This is contrary to my political philosophy. 

Mr. Morris. After you attended this meeting, did you do anything 
that would be helpful to Dr. Lowenstein or the other teachers? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Oh, yes, I did. We organized a committee of our 
own, just people. We called it the Newark Teachers’ Defense Com- 
mittee. We issued a pamphlet—I have a copy of it here which you 
might wish to see. The attitude we took in the community was ex- 
plained in this pamphlet. 

I worked with the American Civil Liberties Union, the American 
Veterans Committee, the Council of Churches. 

Mr. Morris. How about the American Emergency Civil Liberties? 

Mrs. Nussaum. No, I did not. But we did get these other groups 
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together, including the Jewish Community Council, and the Urban 
League. 

We held a large public meeting on Fifth Amendment and Academic 
Freedom and Constitutional Rights and so on. 

Mr. Morris. You did this on behalf of what teachers? 

Mrs. Nussaum. The three teachers that had been subpenaed. 

Mr. Morris. Now, inasmuch as they have been identified as Com- 
munists, does it not appear as if indeed you have been helping the 
Communists ¢ 

Mrs. Nussaum. No, sir, this was not helping Communists. This 
was helping Americans and he ‘Iping public schools, in my opinion. 

I was very anxious that there should not be a spirit of suspicion 
about the public schools, that people’s confidence in them should not 
be shaken, that teachers should not be frightened or intimidated. I 
was anxious to create a climate where they could be heard without 
hysteria. 

One of the newspapers, the minute subpenas had been issued, had 
earried on a crusade which was almost a lynching kind of crusade 
against them. 

Mr. Morris. Is it your position that Communist teachers should 
be left in the schools ¢ 

Mrs. Nussaum. As I told you in executive session, Judge Morris—— 

Mr. Morris. That is all right. This is a public record and you 
want this record. Therefore, some of these views you gave Senator 
Hruska, I think should be in the public record. 

What is your position, then, if you would take this activity on the 
part of three persons who have been identified as Communists and 
haven’t been able to deny it? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. In the first place, they were not identified as Com- 
munists at that time. 

My position is the same as Senator Taft’s position was, that com- 
petency in the classroom is the only yardstick by which you measure 
a teacher. 

Mr. Morris. Even if they are Communists, they can be kept in the 
schools ? 

Mrs. Nussaum. If their record is good and their public conduct 
is good, I would not inquire into their political beliefs. 

Mr. Morris. Communism is not exactly a political belief. It has 
certain fixed purposes, among which is to convert America into Soviet 
America. Is it your opinion that someone who is a full-fledged 
member of the Communist organization can be a good teacher? 

Mrs. Nussaum. I judge by the record of these teachers, or any 
teachers, if their supervisors and superiors and administrators have 
found them fit over the years, if they have not indoctrinated in the 
classroom, or propagandized—— 

Mr. Morris. How can you tell they have not indoctrinated in their 
classrooms ¢ 

Mrs. Nussaum. I think you can tell. I think you can tell when 
any prejudice is shown by a teacher in a classroom. These teachers 
were not left alone. They are constantly being supervised. 

Mr. Morris. When a supervisor comes around, if they are slanting 
their teaching, they would not do it when the supervisor is there? 

Mrs. Nussaum. Well, Judge Morris 

Mr. Morris. Well, I'm just getting your views. 
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Mrs. Nussaum. This is getting again into the realm of opinion. My 
opinion is, and I maintain that opinion, that if a teacher is competent 
and his public conduct is good, this would be all that I would judge 
him by in maintaining him as a teacher in the school system. 

Mr. Morris. Therefore, the campaign that you described to us that 
you conducted on behalf of these teachers fitted into this view you have 
just given us? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Yes; and this was the view of the Council of 
Churches; it was the view of the Jewish Community Council; it was 
the view of the Essex Bar Association, and of a great many organi- 
zations in our community. 

[ also want, Judge— 

Mr. Morris. Did you do anything about getting them legal counsel ? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. No; I did not. This was never even raised, as far 
as I was concerned. 

In that connection, Mr. Wallace also said that I had gone to see 
Judge Bigelow. I deny completely ever having seen him— 

Mr. Morris. I think he said they were trying to influence Dr. Bige- 
low through you. 

Mrs. Nusgaum. Yes; he said I was on friendly terms with Judge 
Bigelow and therefore I would be the right person to go. I have an 
aflidavit which I would also like to put into the record, signed by 
Judge Bigelow, denying, as I have denied, that I ever approached 
him, that Lever met him. I have never even had the honor of meeting 
Judge Bigelow. 

Mr. Morris. I am sure the Senator will put it in. 

Is there anything else about that meeting you want to tell us about, 
Mrs. Nusbaum ? 

Mrs. Nussaum. There is nothing about that evening that was 

Mr. Morris. What was disscused at the meeting—the social gather- 
ing, excuse me. 

What took place there? I wonder if you would tell us? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. I reeall very vaguely. It was a very general dis- 
cussion, as I have told you, about the coming of the committee, about 
the teacher situation and—it was not that kind of an affair where you 
took notes. 

Mr. Morris. But you are sure that Judge Bigelow’s name never 
came up? 

Mrs. Nussaum. To my knowledge, it never came up. 

As I also told you in my statement, I have been informed that 
Judge Bigelow had already been retained by Dr. Lowenstein before 
that meeting. 

Mr. Morris. How long had you known Dr. Lowenstein ? 

Mrs. Nussaum. Well, ‘T have know him a great many years. I have 
known him well since I became a school board member in 1950. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about his standing in the community ? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Well, he had a very fine standing i in the community. 
I had known him through community work of various kinds. 

Mr. Morris. Was he active in community work ¢ 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Yes; he was around in a number of the things I 
was interested in. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could tell vs some of the things he is 
known as doing? 
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Mrs. Nuspaum. I can’t specifically. I know I kept meeting him. 
I met him at the Jewish Community Center, in the Jewish programs. 
He was active in that. I was friendlier with his wife than with him. 
She was active in the community. 

Mr. Morris. Did it come as a surprise to you that he was involved 
with the Communists? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. His subpena came as a surprise to me. I didn’t 
know anything about his involvement with Communists. 

Mr. Morris. He has been dismissed as a school teacher ? 

Mrs. Nusspaum. He was dismissed as having invoked the fifth 
amendment before the committee. Our State supreme court has 
found that that was not sufficient grounds for dismissing him. 

Mr. Morris. Wasn’t his reinstatement denied by the superintendent 
of schools? 

Mrs. Nussaum. The superintendent of schools, also at the directive 
of the State supreme court, had heard the three teachers in what was 
supposed to be private executive session. Then the news of these 
sessions leaked out into the local press. 

Mr. Morris. I think it was released publicly. 

Mrs. Nuspaum. It was released this week, but it leaked out a month 
ago. 

Mr. Morris. Are you still a friend of Dr. Lowenstein ? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Yes;I am. 

Mr. Morris. Have you conducted any activity on behalf of him 
recently ? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. No;I have not. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Senator Hrusks is voting. If you don’t mind 
waiting, Mrs. Nusbaum, until he gets back, he may have some things 
he wants to bring out. 

Mrs. Nuspaum. Why, certainly. 

Where do you want me to put this affidavit ? 

Mr. Morris. The Senator has to receive it into the record. 

Mrs. Nusspaum. I see. 

(A brief recess was taken.) 

Senator Hruska. All right, we shall resume our hearing. I am 
sorry for the interruption, but we have higher loyalties, at least 
momentarily. 

Will you proceed, Judge Morris? 

Mr. Morris. I think, Senator, Mrs. Nusbaum had given her views on 
that meeting. They are all in the record now, and she has offered the 
affidavit of Judge Bigelow. 

Senator Hruska. It will be received into the record. 

(The affidavit referred was marked “Exhibit No. 491” and reads 
as follows :) 

Exuririt No. 491 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
County of Essex, ss: 

John O. Bigelow, being duly sworn on his oath says: 

I am an attorney at law of New Jersey, with my office at 500 Broad Street, 
Newark. I appeared with Dr. Robert Lowenstein, as his counsel, before the Un- 
American Activities Committee of the House of Representatives on May 19, 1955, 
and have since then represented him in sundry proceedings and litigation arising 
out of his appearance before that committee. 

A fellow member of the bar asked me to represent Dr. Lowenstein and: when 
I consented to do so the doctor called and retained me. I was at the time chair- 
man of the Civil Liberties Committee of the Essex County Bar Association and 
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it is likely that this fact had some influence in my being asked to accept Dr. 
Lowenstein as a client. I have never met Mrs. Frances Nusbaum to the best of 


my recollection and I know she never contacted me in this matter or had any 
part in it. 


JOHN O. BIGELOW. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 29th day of July 1957. 

Dorothy STUMPF, 
Notary Public of New Jersey. 

My commission expires May 5, 1958. 

Mr. Morris. Mrs. Nusbaum, William Wallace was at the social 
gathering, was he not ? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. I have no recollection of his being there. 

Mr. Morrts. Do you know what he looks like ? 

Mrs. Nuspaum. No;I donot. Ihave never met him. 

Mr. Morris. He is a tall, angular Negro man. 

Mrs. Nusnaum. I have been told that, because I asked after that, 
too. But I have no recollection of his having been there. He may 
have been. 

Mr. Morris. Several other people have told us he was there and he 
brought eae Communist organizers with him. 

Mrs. Nussaum. I am not saying he was not there. He may have 
been. 

When I came in, people were introduced to me. I probably didn’t 
pay close enough attention to names. I hadn’t met any of those people 
before, and I just walked out, not knowing whether Mr. Wallace or 
anybody like that was there. 

Senator Hruska. Are there any further questions, Mr. Morris? 

Mr. Morris. No. 

Senator Hruska. Thank you very much for coming, Mrs. Nusbaum, 
and adding to our record. 

Mrs. Nussaum. Thank you for this opportunity to refute Mr. 
Wallace’s testimony. It has been very damaging because of the local 
press treatment of it. 

Senator Hruska. This committee has the policy of opening its doors 
and making itself available for anyone who would like to come for that 
purpose. We are glad to have you. 

Is there any further business ? 

Mr. Morris. There is quite a bit of unfinished business, but in view 
of the time and the exigencies of the situation, I think that is all at 
this time. 

Senator Hruska. I would like to say that I have prepared a state- 
ment by way of summary of some of our activities, and particularly 
with reference to the hearings of these later weeks, a series of hearings 
pertaining to some of the trade unions. 

A phase of the Internal Security Subcommittee’s inquiries aimed at 
providing a basis for determination of the necessity, if any, for legis- 
lation to protect the internal security of our country, has involved the 
purposes and the activity of the Communists in the labor movement 
in the United States. 

After reaching an eminence during the middle 1940’s when they 
represented an effective force in labor, even to the extent of forming a 
base for a formidable mass Communist movement, the American rep- 
resentatives of the Soviet international organization began to lose 
some of their numbers and by 1949 and early 1950 had been the object 
of a house cleaning by major segments of American labor. 
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During the Korean war the political climate, tending to isolate those 
persons who owed their allegiance to the Chinese Communists because 
they represented a sector of the International, accelerated this proe- 
ess; and by 1953 they had descended to a low point in isolation. 

The Communists were able, however, to maintain their control over 
important workers in the martime industry on the west coast and in 
Hawaii; in the communications field in New York, where they con- 
tinued to remain astride vital communication lines; in the mines that 
produce some of our most critica] and strategic metals necessary for 
our defense ; and in certain parts of our electronics industry. 

The International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union 
(ILWU), the American Communications Association (ACA), the 
International Union of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers (MMSW), 
and the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers (UE) re- 
mained steadfast under Communist control. 

This control was impressive and effective and insured minimal con- 
trol of a portion of American labor which when the international 
crisis sharpened, would pose a very grave threat to our security. 

The Internal Security Subcommittee has been accumulating evi- 
dence that the Communists have, since 1954, begun to expand this 
beachhead and to expand their impact in the American labor move- 
ment to the extent of invading the mainstream of American labor. 
The 16th annual meeting of the Communist Party in America, for 
instance, found the leaders of that portion of the worldwide Commu- 
nist movement urging their members to avoid what they called left 
sectarianism and to join the mainstream of labor. 

By this they meant that some of the Communists from the UE and 
other unions were to join the AFL-CIO. In addition to the docu- 
mentary evidence of this we have taken testimony from former Com- 
munists that this has been the plan of the Communist leaders and we 
have called as witnesses many of the individuals involved in this trans- 
fer, and without exception no one of them has been able to deny our 
testimony, but invoked the constitutional privilege against self- 
incrimination. 

During the past year we have confirmed that Communists are indeed 
astride the communication lines of our Government. Their hold on 
the ACA is unbroken. Harry Bridges, with his powerful labor em- 
pire, can choke the main channels of our lifeline to the Far East, and 
hold Hawaii, our Pacific bastion, in his vise. ‘The subcommittee held 
hearings in Honolulu in November and December of 1956 and had 
confirmed the severest charges of Communist dominion in those lovely 
islands. 

Moreover, we began to learn that the Communist unions, notably 
the UE, were becoming systematically proliferated and their members 
were issuing further into the mainstream of the AFL-CIO. We 
began to pile, brick upon brick, individual cases. 

Since May 9, 1956, when we began to take testimony that Commu- 
nists were moving into the mainstream of labor, we continually ques- 
tioned witnesses who were identified as Communists. The evidence 
was taken partly in executive or secret session, partly in open session, 
and, in some few cases, by staff interviews. It is rare indeed when a 
subcommittee experiences not even one case wherein its evidence could 
be denied, particularly when it has dealt with scores of cases. 
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The only defense that the persons identified as Communists as of a 
particular time, usually in the middle 1950’s, have used has been to 
invoke privilege covering the times of the identification, and to deny 
Communist membership at a later time, most often during 1956. 

A factor in all of this has been the limitation of subcommittee evi- 
dence, as the subcommittee said in its annual report: 


* * * that it generally takes 3 or more years for a Communist agent or party 
member to disentangle himself emotionally from his past sufficiently to testify 
against the conspiracy. So our direct evidence is at best that old at its point 
of origin. 

For instance, the UE, a Communist controlled union. saw certain of 
its locals transferred on May 17, 1956, to the TUE, AFL-CIO. The 
UE had been a powerful union whose membership reached more than 
a half million members at its peak. The subcommittee learned that cer- 
tain of its leaders actually were members of the Communist Party as 
late as 1955. Such evidence is unusual in view of the difficulty sur- 
rounding the identification of Communist Party members. 

When we began to question these people about this evidence we 
learned a remarkable fact, that six important officers of the [UE identi- 
fied as experienced Communists were unable to deny Communist Party 
membership as of May 16, 1956, but did deny membership as of a day 
later. 

The implied coincidence of six veteran Communists having changed 
their circumstances in 1 day so as to be able to deny as of May 17, 1956, 
that which they could not deny as of May 16, 1956, poses an underlying 
condition that certainly reflects a planned defense. Experienced Com- 
munists just don’t change their allegiance when they change their 
jobs. 

In the Communist conspiracy as such, coincidences such as here im- 
plied do not take place. The situation suggests very strongly a tac- 
tical resignation from the Communist Party in view of the changed 
facts. 

Very often the evidence showed, particularly with reference to the 
United Auto Workers, that the witnesses, after acknowledging party 
membership up to a certain date, denied it thereafter but affirmed facts 
justifying a conclusion brought out by one of the officers who char- 
acterized himself as a fellow traveler. 

One such instance was that of the editor of Ford Facts, the publica- 
tion of local 600, the largest of the UAW locals. This editor acknowl- 
edged that he had been a Communist in the past; under questioning, 
however, he conceded that he had been attending Communist meetings 
since that time. The rationale of his attempted justification for at- 
tending these meetings proved to be the claim that he was attending 
Communist front meetings in order to take photographs of these meet- 
ings. He contended that he was hired by the Communists in order to 
take pictures for a profit. That Communists should employ a man 
who professed to be an ex-Communist and a person out of sympathy 
with the Communist movement, to take pictures of them in the intimacy 
of their meetings, was never adequately explained to the subcommittee. 

In all of our activities in this area the box score of the hearings 
looks like this: 

During the course of the inquiry by the Internal Security Sub- 
committee from May 9 of this year to date, 39 witnesses have asserted 





SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 4645 


constitutional privilege under the first and fifth amendments; 14 
persons affiliated with the International United Electrical, Radio 
and Machine Workers (IUE), AFL-CIO; 11 persons affiliated with 
United Auto Workers (UAW), AFL-CIO; 6 high-ranking officers 
and members of the American Communications Association (ACA) ; 
4 members of the International Association of Machinists (IAM), 
AFL-CIO; 1 member of the United Furniture Workers of Amer- 
ica; and the Secretary-Treasurer of the ILWU, Louis Goldblatt, 
all have taken the first or fifth amendment before the subcommittee 
when asked about the committee’s evidence regarding their participa- 
tion in the Communist organization. 

My own conclusion after taking the testimony is that the Com- 
munists are indeed infiltrating the mainstream of American labor. 
They are using the present stage of the world struggle to infiltrate. 
They are now preparing for the phase ahead, whatever it is. And if 
the Communists are able to use the present period of time to extend 
their base of operations, our own problem will become more serious. 

It seems to me that the Communist Control Act of 1954 is inade- 
quate and must be amended. I+ demands a standard of proof that is 
almost impossible to achieve. Other legislation must be enacted to 
realistically meet the challenge of the changing Communist tactics. 
We see too that there is much to suggest that there have been viola- 
tions of the non-Communist affidavit provisions of the Taft-Hartley 
Act and I am asking that the National Labor Relations Board examine 
our record in certain cases to determine if there have been such 
violations. 

I am also asking the Department of Justice to look into the im- 
migration status of certain of the witnesses who testified before us. 
Finally, the whole record of these hearings will be considered by the 
subcommittee in its annual report. 

That constitutes my statement in summary at the conclusion of 
this series of hearings. 

Is there anything further, Judge Morris? 

Mr. Morris. No, Senator, not at this time. 

Senator Hruska. I want to say in closing these meetings for this 
session, that the subcommittee is very appreciative of the coopera- 
tion of its staff. They have done very fine work and have labored 
long and well. The subcommittee is grateful for their assistance. 

Since there is no further business, the subcommittee is adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 12:05 p. m., the hearing was adjourned.) 
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